The Love Feast
The Love Feast, or Agape Meal, is a Christian fellowship meal recalling the meals Jesus shared
with disciples during his ministry and expressing the koinonia (community, sharing, fellowship)
enjoyed by the family of Christ.
The modern history of the Love Feast began when Count Zinzendorf and the Moravians in
Germany introduced a service of sharing food, prayer, religious conversation, and hymns in 1727.
John Wesley first experienced it among the Moravians in Savannah, Georgia, ten years later. His
diary notes: “After evening prayers, we joined with the Germans in one of their
love-feasts. It was begun and ended with thanksgiving and prayer, and celebrated in so decent and
solemn a manner as a Christian of the apostolic age would have allowed to be worthy of Christ.”
It quickly became a feature of the Evangelical Revival and a regular part of Methodist society
meetings in Great Britain and throughout the English-speaking world. As Methodists immigrated to
North America, they made Love Feasts an important part of early American Methodism.
The Love Feast at First United Methodist Church, consists of the following components: a
congregational candlelight service of scripture readings and beautiful music, reminding us of Jesus’
words, “I am the light of the world” and “you are the light of the world,” and a simple meal of
sweetened bun and coffee or hot chocolate to demonstrate our unity in Christ and our equality under
God.
In participating in the Love Feast we commit ourselves, both individually and corporately, to
obey His command, “Let your light so shine before all that they may see your good works and
glorify God who is in heaven.”
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In Hope the Universe Waits
Adapted from Romans 8:18-25

In hope the universe waits; God’s purpose shall be revealed.
Limited by mortality, yet destined for liberation, in hope the universe waits: God’s purpose
shall be revealed.
Groaning as if in childbirth, sampling the fruits of God’s harvest, in hope the universe waits:
God’s purpose shall be revealed.
Trusting in what is unseen, believing the best is to come, in hope the universe waits:
God’s purpose shall be revealed.
In the shadow of a barn where the Maker of All will be born, in hope the universe waits:
God’s purpose shall be revealed.
Prelude

Huron Carol
Carillonneurres

* Processional Hymn UMH 238
Angels We Have Heard on High
* Hymn UMH 217
Away in a Manger
Old Testament Lesson
Gospel Lesson

arr. by Cathy Moklebust
Gloria
Away in a Manger
Psalm 145:8-21
John 6:25-35

Musical Offering

From the Apple in the Garden
Revelation Youth Choir

Roy Hopp

From the apple in the garden to the manger and the star, from the rainbow and the promise to
the moment where we are, you are our hope, loving God.
From the manna in the desert to the breaking of the bread, from the hunger of the ages to our
hunger to be fed, you are our hope, loving God.
From the prisons of the prophets to the growing light of day, from the death within the darkness
to the stone that rolls away, you are our hope, loving God.
From the curse of Eve and Adam to the blessing of the Christ, from the spirits of division to your
Spirit in our midst, still be our hope, loving God.
* Hymn UMH 242

Love Came Down at Christmas

* Canticle of Love UMH 646 (Response 1)
Musical Offering
See Amid the Winter’s Snow
Carillonneurres
Scripture Reading
Musical Offering

Gartan
Alan Lohr
Matthew 22:34-40

South African Gloria
Revelation Youth Choir
Gloria in excelsis deo
Et in terra pax hominibus,
Bonae voluntatis.

William Bradley Roberts

Glory to God
in the highest and on earth peace,
good will.

Scripture Reading

I Corinthians 13

Musical Offering

Cold December
arr. by Douglas R. Boyer
Carillonneurres
During this time, individual candles will be lit beginning with
the person seated nearest the aisle. Please light the candle
of your neighbor. Unlit candles are tilted to receive fire
from lit candles, which remain upright.

* Closing Hymn UMH 206 I Want to Walk as Child of the Light
Benediction
For All That You Have Done

Houston

arr. by Heather Sorenson

Your grace will never be forgot, Your mercy all my life will be my soul’s forever song, my
story and my light.
From mountaintop to valley low, through laughter and through tears, surely the goodness of
my God will follow all the years.
For all that You have done for us, for every battle won, We’ll raise a song to bless Your heart
for all that You have done.
(continued on next page)

In all our failures and regrets, You’ve always led us home. Redemption’s arm has raised us up,
our triumph in the storm.
In unity we’ll stand as one, As family, we’ll go shoulder to shoulder hand in hand into the great
unknown.
(After the benediction, please extinguish your candle, take it and
the bulletin with you. Move silently to the gym.)

THE FEAST
The Serving of Buns and Beverage
The Blessing
The following prayer by Charles Wesley was written especially for the Love Feast and
recommended for use at all Love Feasts by both John and Charles Wesley.
Father of earth and heaven, Thy hungry children feed.
Thy grace be to our spirits given, That true immortal bread.
Grant us and all our race in Jesus Christ to prove
The sweetness of thy pardoning grace. The manna of thy love. Amen.
A Time of Fellowship
When instructed, relight individual candles from the candles on the tables
and move to the perimeter of the gym for the benediction.
* The Benediction
Joy to the World
1) Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing , and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
2) No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.
3) He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.
The service is over: As you leave, remember that Christ really is the
Light that shines in the darkness of the world and that you are to “Keep Christmas”
throughout the coming year.
(Please leave your candle holder in the gold box near the exit door.)
(*) Please stand as you are able.

